44.   SPEECH AT SUBJECTS COMMITTEE MEETING,
AHMEDABAD
December 25, 1921
The All-India Congress Committee met this morning and was engaged
the whole day in a prolonged discussion of the main resolution moved by Mr.
Gandhi regarding organization of volunteers, extension of civil disobedience,
investing Gandhi or his successors with the full authority of the All-India
Congress Committee to act in its name in case of emergency* . , .
Before the debate, the President Hakim Ajmal Khan was flooded with
amendments from all sides. Hasrat Mohani1, the President elect of the
All-India Moslem League, persistently led the opposition demanding the dele-
tion of those phrases in the resolution which excluded the possibility of resort
to violence, or even the thought of it, so long as the pledge was in force. . .
on the ground that his religion allowed him to take to violence in case non-
violence failed.
The debate revealed difference of opinion on this point among Mahommedan
members themselves. Some expressed the opinion that the adoption of -Maulana
Hasarat's amendments would be a change in the Congress Creed itself. . . .
In moving his resolution in the morning Mr* Gandhi made a long speech
announcing that he had agreed to slight additions or alterations in his original
resolution as the result of a conference last evening with the leaders of the
Maharashtra party who, whilst loyally accepting the programme of non-co-
operation in all its details, had made no secret of their dissatisfaction with some
of its items. He assured all that, while there was little of surrender of the
main principle in those modifications, they could be sure of the hearty, willing
and believing co-operation of the party which was unrivalled in its strength
and sacrifice and which had traditions behind it of japreat services and filled
India with an indomitable spirit of democracy. The groat leader of that
party, who became an All-India leader and who found a lodgment in the hearts
of millions of his countrymen, died developing that spirit of democracy.
Proceeding, Mr. Gandhi pointed out that this party had desired the
introduction into the resolution of a provision offering shelter against mis-
chievous insult to those lawyers, teachers and others who, though quite as
patriotic and honest as any non-co-operator pretended to be, had not found
their way to make sacrifices in the particular form demanded by the Congress,
But while he objected to the insertion of such provision, as it would lead to
dangerous interpretation, he emphatically declared that they must fully respect
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